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1.1 Scope and Intent of the Guidelines  

These Guidelines have been prepared on 

behalf of the Town of Cobourg and the Cedar 

Shores Development Group to provide a clear 

vision for development, design principles, 

detailed design guidelines and an 

implementation strategy intended to inform the 

creation of a high -quality, unique, well -planned 

neighbourhood.  

The information contained herein describes the 

physical design of Cedar Shores and is intended 

to inform a design direction that:  

Å Is appropriate to its local context; 

Å Is environmentally sustainable; 

Å Achieves design excellence by enhancing 

built form and the pedestrian realm;  

Å Respects and enhances the natural and built 

heritage features of the area;  

Å Creates an attractive and safe public realm; 

Å Supports active transportation and 

recreational activities.  

These Guidelines form the basis of an 

architectural control review process which will 

monitor the design of all new single family 

homes located on private property in the 

Cedar Shores Development as required by the 

Town of Cobourg as outlined in Section 8.  

These Guidelines are intended to provide the 

minimum standard for architectural direction 

and are meant as a basis from which to further 

develop the character of each custom home 

within Cedar Shores. The Guidelines are meant 

to be supplementary to the established Town of 

Cobourg Official Plan and Urban & Landscape 

Design Guidelines.  

1.2 Importance of High Quality and 

Walkable Development  

The Town of Cobourg is maturing from a 

primarily low density residential suburban 

community to a more urban municipality. This 

entails introducing a greater range of intensified 

land uses and built forms that result in more 

compact and transit -supportive developments. 

New neighbourhoods which have their own 

individual identities, expressed through the 

design quality of their public spaces, streets and 

built form, are important factors in creating an 

attractive, sustainable, and inclusive walkable 

community.  

A guiding principle of Cedar Shores is to 

establish new standards for architecture and 

urban design that will result in a high quality 

neighbourhood character. Excellence in design 

quality is a vital component in building a vibrant 

and attractive Town.  

A primary goal of Cedar Shores is to focus 

design around the principles of strong, walkable 

and complete neighbourhoods that offer 

mobility choices.  

1.3 Document Structure  

These Guidelines are organized into the 

following sections:  

1. Introduction : Establishes the intent of the 

document.  

2. Vision And Guiding Principles : Discusses the 

urban design and built form goals for the 

community.  

3. Cedar Shores ð Community, Planning And 

Policy Context : Provides a description of the 

subject lands and outlines the proposed 

development.  

4. Sustainability : Discusses methods to promote 

an environmentally responsible and livable 

Introduction  1 
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community.  

5. Public Realm Design Guidelines : Provides 

urban design guidelines for public realm lands 

within the community.  

6. Architectural Design Guidelines : Describes 

low -rise residential built form within the 

community and establishes architectural 

control guidelines.  

7. Heritage Resource Conservation : Details a 

strategy for conserving the existing 

architectural heritage features within the 

development as well as respecting the 

heritage themes through sensitive design 

strategies for new homes.  

8. Implementation : Describes the architectural 

control and design review process required 

by the Town.  

1.4 Flexibility Provisions  

Build-out of the Cedar Shores Community is 

expected to occur over the next several years. 

As such, the Cedar Shores Urban Design / 

Architectural Design Guidelines are intended to 

be a living document, allowing for expansion 

and updating over time as the need arises. They 

are intended to be prescriptive, but allow 

sufficient flexibility to promote diversity and 

design creativity.  

The text and images contained in this document 

are only a conceptual representation of the 

anticipated vision and character of new 

development within the Cedar Shores 

Community. In this regard, they should not be 

interpreted literally as the final product or as the 

only manner in which the guideline or design 

principle should be implemented.  

Within this document, common terms are used 

in reference to prescriptiveness of the stated 

guideline. These terms have the following 

meaning with respect to compliance:  

Å ôShallõ / ôWillõ: Guidelines using the words ôshallõ 

or ôwillõ are mandatory and must be included 

in the projectõs design. 

Å ôShouldõ: Guidelines which employ the word 

ôshouldõ are intended to be applied as stated. 

However, an alternative measure may be 

considered if it meets or exceeds the intent of 

the guideline.  

Å ôEncouragedõ / ôDiscouragedõ / ôMayõ: 

Guidelines using the words ôencouragedõ, 

ôdiscouragedõ or ômayõ are desirable but not 

mandatory.  
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2.1 Community Design Vision  

The Cedar Shores Community offers a unique 

opportunity for high -value custom residential 

options to support a variety of lifestyles, families 

and aging -in-place initiatives while protecting 

and enhancing the areaõs natural features. 

These homes will incorporate a blend of 

traditional and contemporary architectural 

influences designed to enhance the treatment 

of the public realm and support a vibrant 

neighbourhood identity.  

Natural heritage features such as woodlot 

buffers will be preserved and incorporated into 

the community fabric. The new waterfront park 

will provide passive recreational opportunities. 

These elements will combine to support the 

primary goal for the community which is to 

develop residential built form and public realm 

environments based on good design principles 

that will enhance quality of life and reflect the 

goals of the Official Plan.  

2.2 Guiding Principles  

The vision to create a new, vibrant community 

that achieves planning and urban design 

excellence is supported by the following 

principles:  

Å Foster civic identity and pride by creating a 

high quality community.  

Å Encourage a high standard of urban design . 

Å Promote sustainable and resilient design 

initiatives.  

Å Provide an appropriate interplay of built form, 

architecture and landscaping to support a 

pedestrian oriented community that will 

integrate into and extend the existing urban 

fabric of the Town of Cobourg.  

Å Promote compatibility with adjacent 

developments.  

Å Create safe, pedestrian -friendly and 

attractive streetscapes that promote a sense 

of place.  

Å Protect and enhance the areaõs distinct 

natural heritage system . 

Å Recognize the architectural heritage asset 

currently located onsite and create a legible 

hierarchy of regency -inspired homes for all 

architectural styles . 

Å Provide pedestrian and cycling linkages 

throughout the community that support active 

transportation goals.  

Å Promote connectivity and accessibility 

throughout the community.  

Å Provide a variety of architectural styles and  

sizes to respond to a broad demographic and 

a wide set of homeowner needs.  

Å Promote high quality building design that 

minimize the visual impact of garages.  

Å Promote architectural variety and innovation 

through flexible and adaptable guidelines.  

Å Encourage design creativity that contributes 

to animated and vibrant streetscapes.  

Å Ensure that buildings on priority lots are given 

special design consideration.  

Å Incorporate principles of CPTED (Crime 

Prevention Through Environmental Design) 

that provide a safe, pedestrian -friendly 

environment.  
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Example of contemporary representation of Regency architecture  

Wonderful representation of traditional Regency style  

Traditional wraparound regency style porch
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A complete and thorough Planning Report has 

been prepared by RFA Planning Consultants 

Inc. This small section provides a brief summary 

of the context within the overall community of 

Cobourg. Refer to the Planning Report for 

detailed information with respect to Planning, 

Subdivision Design, and Policy discussion.  

3.1 Cedar Shores and Surrounding 

Context  

Cedar Shores comprises an area of 3.2 

hectares, is historically known as òThe Cedarsó 

and is located in the Town of Cobourgõs west 

end. It fronts onto an existing collector, King 

Street West, and is in proximity to C.P. and C.N. 

rail lines to the north. A residential subdivision on 

Maher Street forms the eastern boundary of the 

property and an estate residential dwelling 

abuts the property to the west. The site consists 

of approximately 141 metres of Lake Ontario 

water frontage and includes a water lot on 

Lake Ontario. There is an existing designated 

heritage home on the property.  

A summary of the existing site features and land 

uses is as follows: 

Å The Lake Ontario shore line is characterized by 

a stony embankment, rising approximately 4.5 

metres above the surveyed waterõs edge and 

extending approximately 5 to 8 metres into 

the site to the top of the bank.  

Å The land uses to the east and west are low-

density residential  

Å Monkõs Cove Park abuts the property to the 

southeast.  

Å The soil on the site is predominantly sandy 

loam  

Å There are no watercourses on the property 

and the site is relatively flat with a gentle slope 

from King Street West down to Lake Ontario.  

¶ The site is largely wooded (predominantly 

cedar and ash with a mix of birch, maple, 

spruce, elm, hemlock, pine, buckhorn, 

magnolia, horsechestnut, ironwood, honey 

locust, black cherry and basswood) except 

an area around the existing heritage house 

maintained as lawn. 1 

1 Excerpt from Cedar Shores Planning Report, RFA Planning 

Consultants Inc., November 2015  

 

 

3.1.1 Integration/ Interface with the Existing 

Urban Fabric  

The primary interface with the existing 

community will be towards the north of the 

property, where the primary road (Street òAó) 

will connect with King Street West.  

The South of the property will connect directly 

to the parcel of lakefront property transferred to 

the Town of Cobourg and designated as a 

community waterfront park.  

The southeast of the property will connect by a 

multi -use path to the Monkõs Cove Park area 

and provide pedestrian and bicycle access to 

the new community.  

Community, Planning and Policy Context  3 
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 Development Location ñSource: HIA, Golder Assoc.  

Community, Planning and Policy Context  3 
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Sustainability includes the combination of 

environmental, social, economic and cultural 

influences that ensure a community remains 

balanced and productive. Managing and 

protecting valuable resources through design 

and construction will result in the conservation 

of those resources in the overall lifespan of the 

community. The design objective is to create 

sustainable architecture that supports compact 

development, greater walkability, site and 

building adaptability, intensification versus 

sprawl, conservation of natural areas, building in 

harmony with the surrounding environment and 

a greater use of existing infrastructure.  

Sustainable development will be promoted in 

Cedar Shores in the design of new homes in 

order to:  

Å Provide a high quality of life for residents. 

Å Be cost effective to build, operate and 

maintain.  

Å Reinforce walkability / cycling. 

Å Minimize environmental impacts. 

Å Be resilient to climate/weather-related events.  

Å Promote water conservation and energy 

efficiency.  

Å Promote green building design. 

Å Provide for construction of buildings that 

consider both energy efficiency and 

conservation in order to enhance building 

performance, lower utility bills and result in 

greater environmental protection overall.  

Å Consider incorporating alternative energy 

sources.  

Å Combine living, working and playing 

environments in close proximity.  

4.1 Development Considerations  

The following sustainable development 

practices will be implemented:  

Å Low Impact Development techniques on 

private property that encourage storm water 

to be treated where it falls, thereby improving 

water quality and quantity on the site.  

Å Reduce impermeable surfaces and storm 

water runoff (including bio -retention, drought 

tolerant vegetation, rain gardens, etc.).  

Å Mitigate storm water flow through the 

integration of LIDs and drainage ditches.  

Å Provide landscaping that increases the tree 

canopy.  

Å Provide LED street lighting. 

Å Source local materials and manufactured 

components.  

Å Pedestrian connectivity and links to transit 

stops to promote active transportation and 

transit usage.  

4.2 Building Considerations  

All new homes will be subject to the 

requirements of the Ontario Building Code 

(2017) Section SB-12, or the applicable code in 

effect at the time of construction, which 

incorporates a range of energy efficient 

building standards. In addition to this, the 

following energy efficiency and conservation 

measures may be considered in the design and 

construction of new homes:  

Å Supply water efficient fixtures throughout the 

home.  

Å Provision for rain barrels. 

Å Energy efficient lighting fixtures and 

appliances.  

Sustainability  4 



andrew smith   building design  

11  ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL GUIDELINES CEDAR SHORES 

Å Occupancy sensors in main living areas and 

motion sensors for exterior lighting.  

Å Energy efficient heating, ventilation and 

cooling (HVAC) systems.  

Å Zonal heating and cooling controls. 

Å The use of a heat recovery ventilation system

(HRV or ERV) is mandatory.  

Å On-demand water heating or solar water 

heating.  

Å Energy efficient windows/patio doors to help 

reduce the need for air conditioning in the 

summer and heating in the winter.  

Å Ensure the home is tightly sealed to reduce 

drafts.  

Å Utilize low-emitting adhesives and sealants, 

paints and coatings, and carpets and wood 

flooring.  

Å Solar power rough-in. 

Å Electric vehicle rough-in. 

Å Employ a waste management policy to 

ensure that all trades work efficiently to 

reduce, eliminate or recycle waste.  

Å Provide and maintain erosion sediment 

control at all times during construction, in 

accordance with approved plans.  

Å Purchase stone, concrete and masonry from 

regional/ local sources, where available.  

Å Use low maintenance building materials. 

Å Use materials with recycled content. 

4.3 Community Safety  

In order to promote a safe, pedestrian -friendly 

community, the design of all new houses should 

incorporate the principles of CPTED (Crime 

Prevention Through Environmental Design).  

GUIDELINES: 

Å A clear definition between public and private 

space should be provided through the design 

and placement of buildings and fences, and 

through strategic landscape design.  

Å Site planning and building design should allow 

for visual overlook of public spaces.  

Å Maintain safe sight lines at all intersections. As 

such, any proposed enhanced streetscape 

elements and above ground utility fixtures 

shall be sited 

accordingly 

to maintain 

clear and 

safe sight 

lines. 

Å Active 

pedestrian street life and building orientation 
EV power station  

Sustainability  4 



  andrew smith   building design  

ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL GUIDELINES CEDAR SHORES   12 

adds òeyes on the streetó to strengthen 

citizensõ sense of security. 

Å Ample fenestration facing public areas 

(streets, parks, walkways, etc.) should be 

provided to promote casual surveillance.  

Å Adequate lighting should be provided along 

streets and laneways to ensure pedestrian 

comfort and safety.  

Å Lighting should be designed to relate to the 

pedestrian scale. It should be 

directed downward and inward to 

mitigate negative impact on 

neighbouring uses and help 

maintain a dark nighttime sky to the 

extent feasible.  

Å All entries to dwellings should be 

well lit.  

Å Concepts of òTerritorial 

Reinforcementó include the ample 

usage of front porches that create 

a transitional area between the 

street and the home.  

Å Main entrances should be visible 

from the street, clearly defined, well 

lit and connected to the street, 

sidewalk or driveway by a hard surface 

walkway.  

¶ The presence of the garage within the 

streetscape should be diminished by limiting its 

width and projection and by bringing the 

habitable portion of the house or porch closer 

to the street, where feasible  

 

 

4.4 Walkability and Cycling  

Active transportation is one of the cornerstones 

of the Cedar Shores sustainability strategy. A 

major factor in creating a sustainable and 

healthy community will be promoting 

pedestrian and cyclist connectivity, comfort 

and safety. Provision of public sidewalks, multi -

use paths and off -street trails will offer 

pedestrians and cyclists alternatives to vehicular 

travel through the community.  

Sustainability  4 
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GUIDELINES: 

Å All homes should be within approximately a 5 

minute walk (500m) of open space assets  

Å Attractive, safe and pedestrian-scaled 

environments shall be created to maximize 

pedestrian comfort.  

Å Sidewalk, multi-use path and trail systems shall 

be interconnected and provide for ease of 

navigation.  

Å An inclusive walkable community shall be 

promoted to reduce barriers for persons with 

disabilities, seniors, strollers, etc.  

4.5 Accessibility  

Barrier-free accessibility is an integral part of 

development and site design considerations. 

Designs shall be proposed that are in 

accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians 

with Disabilities Act (AODA), Design of Public 

Spaces Standard O. Reg 413/12, Ontario 

Building Code and any other applicable 

legislation including Town of Cobourg 

Accessibility standards.  

The Town supports a variety of accessibility 

initiatives and technical standards to ensure 

that all residents of Cobourg can live in a barrier 

free environment, including full access to all 

municipal buildings. The Town of Cobourg has 

established an Accessibility Advisory Committee 

to advise and assist Council in developing 

strategies to identify and eliminate barriers for 

people with disabilities and to carry out its 

responsibilities under the AODA.  

With the public sector taking the lead, the Town 

shall ensure that all new public buildings are 

accessible to persons with disabilities, in 

accordance with the Ontario Building Code 

and the Townõs accessibility standards. Other 

considerations include:  

GUIDELINES: 

Å Pedestrian trails and connections shall be 

designed to meet the Town accessibility 

standards.  

Å Pedestrian networks shall be designed as 

barrier -free routes consisting of continuous 

and direct paths, slip resistant surfaces and 

free of abrupt changes in grade.  

Å Transit supportive development and linkages 

between transit, cycling and walking networks 

will assist in achieving a well -integrated active 

transportation system. Refer to Section 5.4 for 

further details.  

Å All street furniture, including benches, planters, 

waste receptacles, and landscaping shall be 

located outside of the main pedestrian 

networks to ensure clear unobstructed 

pathways.  

Å Home owners are encouraged to develop  

house designs that can be easily upgraded or 

modified to accommodate residents with 

mobility issues, including universal design, age -

in-place initiatives and adaptable housing.   

 

 

Sustainability  4 



  andrew smith   building design  

ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL GUIDELINES CEDAR SHORES   14 

The public realm is a vital component of the 

Cedar Shores Community that will work 

together with built forms to assist in the efficient 

functioning of the community and defining its 

character. The design of the public realm 

should reflect a high standard of quality and 

relate to the surrounding context, land uses, 

and landmarks so that networks of public open 

spaces are created that facilitate social and 

civic interactions. A successful public realm 

provides:  

Å A functional, safe, sustainable, and enriching 

environment.  

Å Well articulated streetscapes with generous 

landscaped boulevards.  

Å Streets that accommodate multiple choices 

for pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles.  

Å Pedestrian linkages that connect the 

community to the adjacent residential 

neighbourhoods.  

Å Well-designed street furnishings, way finding, 

and public art installations that provide 

orientation, identity and a sense of place.  

Any public realm items which will have an 

operational, maintenance, or capital 

replacement impact to the Public Works 

Department will require consultation with and 

approval of Public Works. This includes, but is not 

limited to, placement of items/structures within 

the right -of -way, within municipal blocks, and/or 

along trail systems.  

5.1 Community Gateways  

Due to the prominent location of the Cedar 

Shores Community in a highly desirable area of 

Cobourg, the neighbourhood character should 

be promoted through distinctive landscaping, 

streetscape and built forms that signal the entry 

into Cedar Shores  

There are 2 primary gateway areas identified in 

Cedar Shores, including:  

Å Street A and King Street West 

Å The pedestrian walkway at Monk Street 

These gateways will be designed to 

accommodate access for the public spaces, as 

well as the private realms in this area. Gateway 

features on the public right -of -way should work 

in concert with private development sites 

adjacent the intersection to create a distinctive 

identity for the area, and give it a òsense of 

place.ó Through a consistent and planned 

Public Realm Design Guidelines  5 
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enhancement of natural heritage features, 

landscape design, streetscape amenities and 

built form, gateways can establish a physical 

expression of the character and image of 

Cedar Shores, as well as reflect the high quality 

of built form within the neighbourhood.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å The design of gateway and entry features 

provide orientation, reinforce a sense of entry 

and define a distinct character for these 

locations.  

Å A hierarchy of gateway components should 

be designed that can be chosen individually 

or compiled together to form and define the 

two main entries to the community.  

Å These components would be selected to 

apply to various gateway locations as 

appropriate to the street character, adjacent 

land use and/or architectural massing and 

design of the adjacent dwellings.  

Å Equal consideration should be given to built 

form and landscape elements at gateways.  

Å Built form shall be sited close to the 

intersectionõs street frontages to emphasize 

the focal point of the gateway locations.  

Å Gateway features could include sculptural 

elements such as decorative walls, public art, 

banners, signage/wayfinding elements and 

decorative paving. Consideration should be 

given to features inspired by architectural and 

heritage precedents within Cedar Shores.  

Å Parking should not dominate the street edge 

at gateway locations.  

Å Where gateway entry features are proposed, 

the homes proposed on lots 1 and 15 should 

be placed on the site to accommodate any 

such proposed structures and/or landscaping.  

Å Gateway and entry features shall be placed 

to avoid any public safety issues (e.g. sight line 

conflicts) and where sited on Municipal 

property, shall be designed and constructed 

to minimize maintenance for the Town.  

Å Above-ground utility boxes should be sited 

away from the gateway area where possible.  

Å Landscaping will include plant materials that 

Community Gateways  

Decorative living wall installation  

Examples of public art  

Pedestrian gateway into public open space  

Public Realm Design Guidelines  5 
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will enhance and complement the entry 

features but not create visual obstructions for 

motorists. Plantings should be selected to 

minimize maintenance requirements and 

watering demands. Plant material should not 

create barriers for pedestrians by ensuring 

clear headspace and not overgrowing 

pedestrian walkways.  

Å All community gateway installations are 

subject to Town approval and will be 

evaluated as part of the detailed engineering 

design and landscape design submission 

stage.  

5.2 Open Space  

The open space system within the Cedar Shores 

Community will be comprised of:  

Å Natural Areas. 

Å The Lakefront Park. 

Å Pedestrian Multi-use Path.  

Å Storm water Management L.I.D Areas. 

These features combine to play an important 

role in establishing the structure and character 

for Cedar Shores. Careful planning of green 

open spaces is important in contributing to the 

identity of the community, sustainability, 

connecting residents to the outdoors and 

promoting an active lifestyle.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å Viewing opportunities to natural features 

should be provided, where possible.  

Å The design of public spaces should consider 

accessibility and universal design to ensure 

the space is available for all residents and 

visitors to use.  

5.2.1 Natural Areas  

The primary purpose of the natural areas is to 

protect and preserve the features of the 

development in order to ensure an ecologically 

diverse, healthy and sustainable Natural 

Heritage System in the context of an urbanized 

setting. Natural areas also provide for passive 

recreational needs in the form of the lakefront 

park and the multi -use trail.  

In addition to the shoreline of Lake Ontario to 

the South, there are areas on the development 

that contain significant mature trees, nesting 

habitats for birds and bat roosting vegetation 

that will be protected.  

 

GUIDELINES: 

Å Topography and natural drainage patterns 

shall be incorporated into the development 

where possible, versus eliminating or changing 

these features.  

Å Grade differences between adjacent lots 

should be limited to avoid the use of retaining 

walls. 

Å An overall high regard for working with the 

natural environment shall be encouraged.  

Å Existing vegetation and natural areas shall be 

A mix of natural and man -made landscaping is preferred  
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preserved and protected wherever possible. 

Edge management will be encouraged.  

Å A naturalized approach to design (layout and 

planting) should be adopted for open space 

blocks.  

Å The multi-use trail should promote recreational 

opportunities, provide community linkages 

and allow residents to enjoy these features.  

Å Accessible path surfaces will be wide enough 

to accommodate pedestrians and cyclists.  

Å Provide appropriate access to service and 

maintenance vehicles. (i.e. removable 

bollards). Provide appropriate barriers to 

unwarranted vehicular traffic.  

5.2.2 Trail/Multi -Use Path 

A new recreational trail and multi -use path is 

proposed in a manner that links the key features 

of the open space system and provides 

connections throughout the Cedar Shores 

Community for pedestrians and cyclists.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å All trails and multi-use paths shall be designed 

to Town of Cobourg standards.  

Å The transitions between the different types of 

pedestrian trails and walkways should be 

seamless and, where appropriate, be 

developed as pedestrian nodes to include 

seating, signage and bicycle parking.  

Å The material composition of the trail should be 

appropriate to the surrounding natural 

features and anticipate type and frequency 

of use. It should also be accessible.  

Å The trail may vary in size to allow two-way 

cycling, based on Town standards.  

Å All trails shall be appropriately set back from 

adjacent residential lot lines.  

Å Where sidewalks and trail networks cross 

arterial and collector roads, proper crossing 

signage and safety treatments shall be 

approved by the Townõs Engineering 

Department in accordance with the Town 

standards.  

5.2.3 Storm water Management  

An important part of any community is 

managing surface storm water runoff. Cedar 

Shores will utilize the natural wooded areas to 

the east and west as Low Impact Development 

storm water runoff areas, should soil conditions 

permit.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å Agreements will be made with new property 

owners purchasing lots 1 -3, 5, 10, and 12 -15 to 

protect the natural heritage on these lots as 

managed natural storm water management 

features.  

5.3 Streetscape Elements  

Streetscapes can assist in defining the 

character of neighbourhoods and their design 

should reflect the surrounding context, land 

uses, and landmarks so that networks of public 

open spaces are created to facilitate social 

and civic interactions. The design of streetscape 

elements should harmonize with and support 

the built form located within the adjacent 

private realm to create an attractive street 

zone. The Town has design standards in place 

for many streetscape elements that occur on 

public lands. The design of these elements shall 

comply with existing standards and 

requirements.  

OBJECTIVES: 

Å Community identity should be advanced 
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through themed elements that reinforce the 

pedestrian scale of the development and 

create vibrant streetscapes.  

Å A consistent decorative paving material 

should be used as an accent at park 

entrances, seating areas and other 

community focal points.  

Å Provision of adequate space shall facilitate 

the planting of large canopy shade trees 

planted at frequent intervals to soften the built 

form, reduce the heat island effect and 

maximize the tree canopy.  

Å Landscape elements should be designed to 

reinforce a unified community character.  

Å Built form and streetscape elements should be 

coordinated to encourage pedestrian 

interaction and natural surveillance.  

5.3.1 Street Trees and Landscaping  

Comprehensive tree planting within the right of 

way (boulevard) enhances the streetscape, 

creating open space corridors with a 

naturalized form. Street tree plantings 

contribute to the coherence and identity of a 

streetscape, defining and separating 

pedestrian and vehicular space, and 

integrating the streetscape with the natural 

environment and adjacent public parks and 

open spaces. Street trees also define the street 

edge, buffer pedestrians from traffic and shade 

both the street and pedestrian areas. Street 

trees and landscaping shall be provided to 

enhance the visual character of development, 

enhance biodiversity and maximize the urban 

forest canopy.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å Tree selection and spacing should relate to 

the street type, adjacent land use and site 

conditions.  

Å Generally, preference should be given to 

native species, particularly those tolerant of 

urban conditions (pollution, salt, drought, soil 

compaction).  

Å Street trees should provide a large canopy, 

whenever possible, and shade sidewalks in 

order to reduce the heat island effect and 

enhance pedestrian comfort.  

Å Non-invasive deciduous tree species are to be 

specified where possible.  

Å Street tree species and spacing is to be 

coordinated with street lights, driveways, and 

all utilities to ensure appropriate tree sizes and 

growth habits are selected to accommodate 

various site conditions.  

Å Planting conditions that will ensure the 

successful growth and development of 

boulevard trees shall be provided , including 

adequate soil volumes, good soil structure, 

irrigation where possible and proper drainage.  

Å Trees of the same species should be planted 

on both sides of the street.  

Å Street trees shall be provided within public 

right -of ways, generally between the sidewalk 

or property line and the curb in front of new 

development and generally in boulevards 
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that are a minimum of 1.5 metres in width. 

These environments provide sufficient soil 

volume to support and enhance the healthy 

growth and development and ensure the 

long -term viability of a street tree.  

Å Street trees shall be located at a consistent 

setback from curb edge in accordance with 

the associated right -of way standards.  

Å Street tree species shall be selected in 

accordance with the Town of Cobourg 

standards and appropriate to the conditions 

and space available at each location.  

Å Species selection criteria shall provide 

consideration for pedestrian traffic, AODA 

clearance requirements and overhead and 

underground utilities.  

Å Species selection criteria shall provide 

consideration for maximizing species 

biodiversity (at least fifty percent native 

species is required).  

Å Boulevard tree planting shall be maximized by 

the grouping of utilities and pairing of 

driveways, wherever possible, to facilitate 

available areas for tree planting.  

Å Final location of street trees shall comply with 

the approved landscape drawings.  

Å A minimum of 3.5 metres is required to provide 

boulevard trees between adjacent driveways.  

5.3.2 Street Lighting  

Street lighting within the community is a unifying 

element that has a significant impact on the 

public realm. When selecting light fixtures, 

consideration should be given to aesthetics, 

maintenance, cost effectiveness and energy 

efficiency.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å The location of street lights is encouraged to 

alternate from one side of the street to the 

other, where feasible, and shall be located in 

accordance with Town standards.  

Å Municipal street lighting shall comply with the 

Townõs design standards, including materials 

for both poles and luminaires.  

Å Provision of appropriate lighting at 

intersections and pedestrian areas shall be 

considered.  

Å Light conflicts with adjacent land uses and 

built form should be limited.  

Å òDark skyó compliance should be 

encouraged as a component of sustainable 

design, with illumination directed downwards.  

Å Supplemental pedestrian-oriented lighting 

standards shall be incorporated to illuminate 

primary walkways and spaces along wider 

sidewalks, the multi -use trail and within the 

lakefront park, in accordance with the Townõs 

lighting guidelines.  

Å Light poles that provide options for hanging 

baskets and /or banners may be considered 

to create a unique streetscape character.  

Å Selection and placement of lighting elements 

shall be in compliance with Town of Cobourg 

standards.  

5.3.3 Utilities 

Utilities such as hydro, cable, and 

telecommunication are placed within the street 

right -of -way. Early coordination between utility 

services and other streetscape elements can 

greatly reduce the number of future conflicts 

and cluttered design.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å Utilities shall be located underground 
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wherever possible.  

Å Above-ground utilities shall be creatively 

integrated into the streetscape design and be 

clustered wherever possible, to maximize the 

opportunities for street tree planting.  

Å Utility infrastructure should be located away 

from park and open space frontages and 

community landmarks  

5.4 Fences  

As a general rule there will be no fences 

between properties in Cedar Shores. Natural 

features, privacy screens and sensitive well -

designed landscaping will provide separation 

and differentiation on private rear yards.  

 

5.4.1 King Street Sound Attenuation Barrier and 

Gateway  

The noise barrier constructed at the northern 

limit of the community will be used primarily for 

two purposes ñto provide a noise barrier for 

vehicular and rail traffic and to provide a 

vehicular gateway into the neighbourhood.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å This fence will be constructed using a 

combination of stone, wood and living or 

ògreenó wall vegetation features in order to 

maximize the sound attenuation while 

providing a sustainable, well -designed 

demarcation between the community and 

the public realm to the north  

Å Refer to section 5.1 Community Gateways for 

objectives with respect to this feature.  

Å The construction of this feature will provide 

privacy and critical sound attenuation for Lots 

1 and 15 while still allowing for views of 

significant built form on each of these 

gateway properties. This will be done through 

a careful mix of built and natural forms.  

Å The fence will be designed to restrict climbing. 

5.4.2 Lakefront Park Fence  

Aluminum òwrought-ironó style fencing will be 

provided between the Lakefront Park and Lots 

6,7,8,and 9. This fence will provide a visual 

demarcation between the private properties 

and the public park and associated walking 

trail into the community.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å This fence will be constructed of durable 

aluminum in a heritage style. Masonry or stone 
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pillars could be included at significant corners 

or anchor points.  

Å Not meant to provide a visual barrier between 

the properties and the park/public space, this 

fence will serve to provide a visual 

demarcation of private and public property.  

Å The view towards the waterfront will in no way 

be impeded by this fence  

Å Consultation with Town staff will be critical in 

determining the best solution for the location 

and design of this fence, as well as 

coordinating the integration into the gateway 

features within the public realm  

Å This fence will be constructed with traditional 

features that do not provide a danger or 

potential injury to the public  

Å The fence will be designed to restrict climbing. 

5.4.3 Subdivision Fence  

The Cedar Shores Community will be separated 

from the neighbouring subdivision to the east 

and the private property to the west using a 

conventional wood fence.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å Materials used for this fence will be consistent 

with Town standards and include concrete 

piers and pressure treated wood fencing.  

Å This fence will be designed at 1.80m height to 

provide visual privacy 

between the adjacent 

neighbourhoods and 

properties.  

Å Only solid wood will be 

incorporated into the 

design. No òlatticeó will be 

included.  

Å The fence will be 

designed to restrict 

climbing.  

5.4.4 Fences Around Pools and Spas  

Where fences are required to be erected to 

comply with the Town of Cobourgõs pool by-

law, the requirements of that by -law shall 

govern  

GUIDELINES: 

Å Wrought iron or aluminum fence is strongly 

encouraged.  

Å Fences required under the pool by-law shall 

be located directly surrounding the pool/spa 

area only.  
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6.1 Building Typology  

Large, high -value custom homes will be the 

exclusive built form within the Cedar Shores 

Community. The intention is to provide for a 

variety of architectural styles to create a 

diverse, yet cohesive neighbourhood for 

residents. The various architectural forms within 

the development shall provide for a harmonious 

mix of attractive architecture which may 

incorporate both traditional/heritage and 

modern/contemporary influences to reflect a 

high quality character with a cohesive and 

legible community identity.  

It is important that new homes are designed to 

be complementary to the design of the public 

realm. Building elevations exposed to public 

view will be evaluated through an architectural 

control process to ensure attractive, harmonious 

streetscapes are realized.  

6.1.1 Single Family Homes  

Single family homes will be built exclusively 

throughout the community on a variety of lot 

frontages. The large lots in the community 

provide for great flexibility with respect to 

designing garages. There is a mix of garage 

styles that can be accommodated on these 

lots, including street -facing , detached òcoach 

houseó garages and rear garages accessed 

from long  driveways.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å All homes should be designed to individually 

and collectively contribute to the character of 

the neighbourhood.  

Å Building elevations visible from public areas 

shall incorporate appropriate massing, 

proportions, wall openings and plane variation 

in order to avoid large, uninteresting façades.  

Å Each individual dwelling should have 

appropriate façade detailing, materials and 

colours consistent with its architectural style.  

Å A variety of bungalow and 2 storey building 

massing will be permitted.  

Å It is important to ensure that appropriate 

measures are taken in the siting of dwellings to 

ensure compatible and harmonious massing 

and building height relationships are 

achieved.  

Å For corner units, both street facing elevations 

shall be given a similar level of architectural 
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treatment. Main entries for these dwellings are 

encouraged to be oriented to the flanking lot 

line. 

Å Corner lot dwellings will be 2 storeys. 

Å Lots 6, 7 and 8 shall have both front and rear 

facing elevations designed with appropriate 

architectural styling. These lots will be 

considered òPremiumó and will be given 

additional attention with respect to detailing, 

materials and appropriate styling.  

Å Dwelling designs with covered front porches 

or porticos, designed appropriately to the 

architectural style are required.  

Å Attached street-facing garages shall be 

incorporated into the main massing of the 

building to ensure they do not become a 

dominant element within the streetscape.  

Å The Zoning By-law provides minimum 

requirements for garage sizes. Provision of 

extra space for storage is recommended, 

where feasible. The generous lot sizes in Cedar 

Shores will allow for substantial garage sizes 

and this direction should be encouraged.  

Å The use of rear yard garages (attached or 

detached) accessed from the street are 

encouraged on deeper lots not located on 

corner properties. Rear yard garages will not 

be permitted on Lots 6, 7 and 8 which share 

an important architectural frontage with the 

lake shore and public park.  

Å Utility meters for corner lots shall either be 

located facing the interior side lot line or they 

shall be recessed in accordance with 

adopted standards.  

6.2 Streetscape Design  

6.2.1 Variety Within the Streetscape  

Harmoniously designed streetscapes will 

contribute to the identity of the Cedar Shores 

Community and are key to establishing an 

attractive, vibrant and livable community. 

Variety with respect to architectural style, 

massing, height and repetition within a group of 

dwellings enhances the visual appeal of 

streetscapes.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å Building elevations will be evaluated on their 

ability to contribute to an attractive 

character. It is important that individual 

buildings combine to create harmony when 

sited together within the streetscape, in order 

to avoid a cluttered or disorganized 

streetscape appearance. This can be 

reinforced by use of complementary building 

materials, colours, details and architectural 

elements.  

Å A variety of architectural expressions and 

elevation treatments will be required to avoid 

monotony within the streetscape, however, 

jarring visual contrasts within the streetscape 

should be avoided.  

Å All homes within the community will be 

designed individually as custom homes for 
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each new client. There will be no predesigned 

òmodel homesó to choose from. While certain 

features and architectural details will be 

encouraged throughout the community, no 

two homes will share the same principal 

elevation in its entirety. Should clients wish to 

duplicate elevations they find pleasing or 

desirable that have already been constructed 

within the community, special consideration 

and evaluation of the complete design 

proposal will be required.  

Å For corner lots, flanking elevations should be 

different from those flanking elevations on lots 

abutting or directly opposite.  

Å Repetition of architectural design may be 

permitted at the discretion of the Designer, in 

consultation with the Town, where it helps to 

visually strengthen the heritage theme or the 

neighbourhood character.  

6.2.2 Street and Building Relationship  

Buildings will be designed and sited to be 

complementary to the community landscape 

design initiatives of the public realm. The intent 

is to maintain corresponding relationships 

between built form and public spaces in order 

to yield quality streetscapes while encouraging 

architectural variety, 

innovation and creativity.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å The primary fa­ade of 

the dwelling should 

relate directly to the 

street and be sited 

generally parallel to it 

creating a well -

balanced, human -scale 

street/building 

relationship which 

encourages pedestrian 

activity.  

Å Building setbacks should 

define the street edge 

and create a visually 

ordered streetscape. 

Projections into the front 

or flankage yard, such as 

porches, entrance 

canopies, porticos, 

entrance steps and bay windows are 

encouraged for their beneficial impact on the 

streetscape. Encroachments shall comply with 

the Zoning By -law.  

Å Siting buildings close to the minimum required 

front set back is recommended to provide a 

human scale to the street.  

Å All elevations of the building visible within the 
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public realm should be well articulated and 

detailed.  

Å Corner buildings shall be designed to address 

both street frontages in an equally enhanced 

manner. Houses located in other prominent 

locations, such as a view terminus, should 

have enhanced design to promote visual 

interest.  

Å Fa­ade design for priority lot locations shall be 

given special consideration to avoid large 

blank walls.  

Å Street-facing garages shall be subordinate to 

the habitable portion of the dwelling and 

sufficiently setback from the front property line 

to allow space for the parking of a vehicle on 

the driveway.  

Å Provision of covered front porches, sized to 

comfortably accommodate seating, assist in 

promoting social interaction among residents 

and opportunities for òeyes on the streetó. 

Wraparound porches are required on corner 

lots where appropriate to the architectural 

style. Porch encroachments into front and 

exterior side yards are provided in the Zoning 

By-law to encourage and enable these 

features.  

6.2.3 Massing Within 

the Streetscape  

The arrangement of 

buildings within the 

street block is a key 

component in 

providing an 

attractive 

streetscape. The 

overall impression 

created by the 

grouping and 

massing of 

dwellings within a 

block will have a 

greater visual 

impact than the detailing of an individual 

dwelling. A pedestrian friendly, comfortable 

scale environment will be achieved by 

incorporating height and massing that is 

appropriate to the context of the street. The 

following design criteria shall be observed to 

ensure harmonious massing within the 

streetscape:  

GUIDELINES: 

Å The scale, height and massing of all new 

homes should relate to the adjacent street 

while retaining a comfortable pedestrian 

scale. More prominent height and massing will 

be found at corners to highlight the 

significance of these areas and to òanchoró 

the streetscape.  

Å Massing should transition from greater building 

heights to lower building heights by providing 

appropriate building designs which create 

harmonious streetscape massing.  
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Å Variety of massing and architectural 

expression among publicly exposed building 

elevations is encouraged through the use of 

alternative façade treatments, rooflines, 

building projections, materials, colours and 

architectural styles.  

Å Custom homes within the community will 

range from 1 to 2 storeys as per the Zoning By -

Law  

Å Buildings adjacent or opposite one another 

should be compatible in massing and height. 

Extreme variation in massing should be 

avoided. For example:  

 -- Where bungalows, raised bungalows or 1 -

1/2 storey dwellings are sited amongst 2 storey 

dwellings they should comprise groupings of 

at least 2 adjacent units. Consideration to 

single bungalows amongst 2 storey dwellings 

may be given where raised front façades and 

increased roof massing (i.e. side -gabled) is 

employed to provide an acceptable visual 

transition between these house types.  

 -- 2 storey dwellings sited amongst bungalows 

should comprise groupings of at least 2 

adjacent units.  

6.2.4 Site Grading Conditions  

The Cedar Shores Community is generally very 

flat and will consist of raised or split -level 

designs. The natural topography of the site does 

not provide for partial or full basement walk -out 

designs. It is important that buildings are 

designed to take into account any adverse site 

grading conditions in order to maintain 

attractive and appropriate building proportions 

within the streetscape.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å Elevated entries and porches should be 

avoided wherever feasible, unless a design 

feature (i.e. brownstone -style) in order to 

reinforce a pedestrian scale neighbourhood. 

Ground related entries are preferred to 

minimize the negative visual impact of large 

concentrations of stairs. The following are 

suggested design approaches for reducing 

the height of elevated front entries:  

-- Integrate some steps into the front walkway 

(i.e. provide landscape steps).  

-- Provide dwelling designs with a lowered 

foyer and internal steps up to the main living 

level.  

Å Refer to Sec. 6.4.3 for design criteria to 

minimize the negative visual impact of 

dropped garage conditions.  

Å Where severe crossfall grade conditions occur 

(where lots slope from one side of the lot to 

the other side), garages should be located on 

the higher side of the lot.  

Å Efforts to limit use of retaining walls should be 

encouraged.  

6.2.5 Coordination of Dwelling Design/Siting With 

Streetscape Elements  

A well -considered approach to the relationship 

between the design of the dwelling and the 

elements within the streetscape is required in 

order to create a harmonious, visually pleasing 

neighbourhood fabric.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å The Architectural Designer will coordinate the 

design and siting of each dwelling with the 

various streetscape elements (such as 

community mailboxes, transformers, light 

standards, street trees and other required 

street furniture).  

Å It is the Builderõs complete responsibility to 
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ensure there are no conflicts in the design and 

siting of their dwellings with any street furniture 

or other streetscape elements.  

6.3 Architectural Design Criteria  

6.3.1 Architectural Styles and Influences  

It is important to recognize that the type of 

development proposed for Cedar Shores 

will mark a profound change in built form 

character from the existing rural and 

suburban development pattern in the area. 

A high quality built form character will be 

promoted by utilizing architectural 

treatments that create visual interest, 

promote vibrant pedestrian environments 

and help to foster a distinctive identity for 

Cedar Shores as an attractive, cohesive and 

sustainable community.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å A blend of regency-inspired architecture 

adapted to suit a modern context, as well as 

contemporary architectural styles are 

envisioned to create a truly unique 

neighbourhood character.  

Å Uninteresting, generic architecture, devoid of 

architectural character will not be permitted.  

Å The use of distinctive and well-designed 

buildings employing durable, high -quality, 

environmentally responsible materials that 

support the intended architectural character 

of the building will be the common thread 

linking the unique, individual custom homes in 

the neighbourhood.  

Å Regardless of architectural style, building 

designs shall minimize the visual impact of 

garages and parking areas Φ 

6.3.2 Main Entrances  

The main entrance to the building shall convey 

its importance as both a focal point of the 

façade and the connection between the 

dwelling and the street.  
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GUIDELINES: 

Å Main entries to the dwelling shall be directly 

visible from the street, wherever feasible, and 

well lit.  

Å Weather protection at entries should be 

provided through the use of covered porches, 

porticos, wall recesses or canopies consistent 

with the architectural style of the dwelling.  

Å Elevated main front entrances and large 

concentrations of steps at the front should 

generally be avoided. Typically, a relationship 

of no more than approximately 5 risers to the 

porch is desirable to maintain a pedestrian 

scale. Site grade conditions and various built 

form types (i.e. brownstone -style) may warrant 

additional risers.  

Å The front entry design and detail shall be 

consistent and proportionate in scale with the 

architectural style and massing of the 

dwelling.  

Å Main entrances should be no greater than 1.5 

storeys in height.  

Å Enhancements to emphasize the entry are 

encouraged and may include: pilasters, 

masonry surrounds, a variety of door styles, a 

variety of transom lights above the door.  

Å Natural light at the entry is encouraged 

through the use of sidelights, transoms, 

fanlights or door glazing.  

Å Main entrances should provide direct access 

to the street, sidewalk or driveway via a 

walkway.  

6.3.3 Porches and Porticos  

Front porches, porticos, courtyards and/or 

patios help to promote safe, socially interactive 

and pedestrian -friendly residential streets by 

providing an outdoor amenity area, shelter from 

inclement weather, and a linkage between the 

public and private realm. Porches and porticos 

will be required on all homes within Cedar 

Shores as part of a careful consideration of the 

Regency style porch present on the existing 

heritage home.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å All designs shall incorporate a street-facing 

porch, portico or balcony.  

Å Porches and porticos should be located 

closer to the sidewalk/street than the garage. 

This diminishes the visual impact of the garage 

and creates a comfortable pedestrian 

environment.  

¶ Wraparound porches are encouraged for 

corner lots, where appropriate to the style of 

the dwelling. Wraparound porches shall 

incorporate railings, consistent with the 

architectural style of the dwelling, regardless 

of whether required by O.B.C. or not.  
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Å Porch dimensions should be adequate to 

comfortably accommodate seating. Porch 

depths should be no less than 2.4m. Deeper 

porches are encouraged and should be in 

proportion to the scale of the dwelling. 

Porticos may have a reduced depth of 1.8m.  

Å Porch design and detailing should be 

consistent with the character of the house. An 

exposed beam/frieze should be provided at 

the top of the support columns on the 

underside of the soffit. Columns should 

generally be no less than 200mm square or 

diameter; exceptions may be permitted 

where stylistically appropriate.  

Å Where more than 3 risers are required at the 

main entrance they should be designed to 

accept masonry veneering on the sides.  

Å The width of stairs should be maximized to the 

extent feasible to match the porch opening 

width (i.e. between columns) or portico 

opening width.  

Å Where hand railings are used, they should be 

consistent with the character of the house. 

Maintenance -free, prefinished aluminum/

wrought iron railings or high quality composite 

railings are preferred. Plain, thin profile metal 
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railings are discouraged. Unpainted, pressure -

treated wood railings are prohibited. Railings 

should attach to porch columns and not wrap 

around them.  

Å A variety of coloured railings, designed to 

harmonize with the dwellingõs colour 

package, is required. Universal use of white 

aluminum railings is not permitted.  

Å The main wall cladding or other acceptable 

finish material should generally extend to 

within 300mm of finished grade on front and 

sides of porch to limit exposed foundation 

walls. 

Å Balconies, where provided, shall not extend 

closer to the street than the ground level 

porch.  

6.3.4 Roofs 

Roof form plays a significant role in the massing 

of the individual dwelling and in the overall built 

form character of the community.  

GUIDELINES: 

Å A variety of roof types and forms, consistent 

with the architectural style of the building, will 

be required and may include gables, dormers, 

hips or ridges set parallel or 

perpendicular to the street.  

Å Within the design of a streetscape, 

attention should be paid to the 

relationships of adjacent roof forms 

to ensure appropriate transitions.  

Å 1-storey homes should generally 

have pitched roofs. The minimum 

main roof slopes should be 8:12 pitch 

(side slopes) / 6:12 (front to back slopes); 

bungalows should have minimum 8:12 side 

slopes and front to back slopes. Bungalows 

should also incorporate gabled roof forms 

and/or roof dormers to assist in massing 

compatibility with 2 storey dwellings.  

Å Steeper pitches than the minimums stated are 

encouraged where appropriate to the 

architectural style of the dwelling to ensure 

roof form variety within the streetscape. Lower 

Flat and pitched roofs are encouraged when appropriately used as complementary styles  
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