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colonial lands, often referred to as Romantic 

Classicism.   

7.2.1 Architectural Guidelines 

The Cedars is a fine example of Ontario 

Regency architecture and its character will 

influence each of the new houses designed for 

the development. A Heritage Impact 

Assessment was conducted by Golder 

Associates in 2015 and it was concluded at that 

time that it was important to integrate heritage 

themes within the new development. The 

conclusion, by Golder, was that it would be 

appropriate to achieve this integration with a 

degree of flexibility. It was determined that it 

would be appropriate to include culturally 

compatible designs in close proximity to The 

Cedars. Sympathetic design options would be 

appropriate as you moved further from the 

heritage resource, including the possibility of 

contemporary designs that included 

interpretations of some of the Regency 

elements, as well as contradictory features that 

provide a method of showcasing the traditional 

elements. The next section attempts to identify 

some key design features that would be 

included in the new home designs based on 

their proximity to The Cedars. 

7.3 Proximity Guidelines 

The Town of Cobourg’s General Land Use 

policies state that new development shall 

“conform with the policies of Section 5.5, 

Cultural Heritage Preservation and preserves 

designated and listed cultural heritage buildings 

and structures, and where located adjacent to 

such buildings and structures is designed to be 

compatible.”  

New home designs within Cedar Shores will 

recognize the cultural significance of “The 

Cedars” and will provide design solutions for 

each property based on their proximity to the 

retained parcel containing both “The Cedars” 

and the accompanying Carriage House. While 

specific guidelines will be required depending 

on the proximity of the lots to the Heritage 

Resource within the neighbourhood, there is no 

restriction with respect to designing a strict 

Regency-inspired traditional home on lots 

furthest from “The Cedars”. In fact, while the 

“standard” lots will be available to receive a 

number of architectural styles as desired by the 

homeowner, including contemporary and 

hybrid designs, the designer is encouraged to Lots adjacent to the cultural heritage resource 
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• Lots 4, 7 and 12 will be encouraged to use 

brick or stone masonry and can be used in 

conjunction with complimentary materials such 

as wood siding and traditional metal roofs and 

dormers. 

• Colours will be chosen from the Cobourg 

Heritage colour palette. 

• Wraparound porches will be mandatory on 

Lots 4 and 7. Lot 12 will be strongly encouraged 

to include a large front verandah. A covered 

portico is also acceptable. 

7.3.3 Sympathetic Heritage Design Guidelines 

Lots 1-3, 5, 6 and 13-15 are considered separate 

from the existing cultural heritage asset and the 

homes on these properties will be designed with 

elements that are sympathetic to Regency and 

traditional heritage styles. These homes will not 

be required to use traditional elements, 

however traditional principles of design will be 

employed. While traditional designs will be 

encouraged on these lots, there is flexibility to 

allow contrasting ideas and contemporary 

interpretation of traditional Regency elements. 

GUIDELINES: 

• Lot 1 and 15 are considered gateway lots.  Lots sympathetic to the cultural heritage resource 

Examples of bungalows demonstrating traditional Regency style 
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The primary and flanking elevations will be 

designed according to the guidelines 

established for gateway lots. These homes will 

be two-storey. There is an opportunity on each 

of these lots to showcase the heritage assets 

within the community. Strong design principles 

will be employed on both lots to demonstrate 

an understanding of the cultural asset. 

Contemporary interpretations of traditional 

principles are encouraged on one of these two 

gateway lots. 

• Lots 2,3 and 5 are suitable for 1 or 1-1/2 storey 

homes. 2-storey homes are also acceptable 

and encouraged on Lot 5. 

• Lot 6 is considered a premium lot. All facades 

of this home will be carefully considered and 

detailed according to the desired style. Notable 

regency features including sweeping 

verandahs, large windows and maximizing the 

vista to the lake will be mandatory on this lot. 

Interpretation of these components will be 

flexible enough to allow contemporary 

expressions of these principles. A hip roof is 

strongly encouraged. 

• Lots 13 and 14 are not considered premium 

lots. Like Lot 12, as a result of the natural 

resource on these 

properties, the smaller 

footprint is receptive to 1 or 

1-1/2 storey homes. Rear 

garages are encouraged. 

7.3.4 Architectural Styles 

and Design Flexibility 

Although the primary 

architectural “language” of Cedar Shores will 

be developed from traditional Regency and 

Victorian principles, the opportunity will be 

provided for creative contemporary 

Contemporary home beautifully demonstrating a hip roof, 3-bay 

organization, large windows and a feature entry 

Contemporary interpretation of hip roof with large overhangs and 

covered verandah 

Modern use of hip roof, deep covered porch and suitable mix of 

complimentary materials 

Modern sweeping verandah 
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